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Union Textile Minister Shri Santosh Kumar Gangwar assured the Textile Industry of sympathetically looking 
into the problems it is facing while inaugurating the National Textile Conference-2015 on theme ‘Make In 
India: Destination Textiles’. NTC-2015 was organized by The Textile Association (India) – Delhi. The 
Honorable Minister further advised the organizers to forward the outcome of the deliberations of two days 
conference for consideration by his ministry.  
 

The Textile Association (India) – Delhi organized the “National Textile Conference - 2015” on 26-27 
October at PHD House, New Delhi. The Conference has been hailed as a grand success.  
 
 

 
Chief Guest, Shri Santosh Gangwar, Hon'ble Minister 
of State for Textiles (Independent Charge), Guest of 
Honor, Ms. Sunaina Tomar, Jt. Secretary (Textiles), 
GoI., and TA(I)-Delhi dignitaries lighting the lamp 

during Inauguration session 

 

It was inaugurated by Shri Gangwar in the august 
presence of Ms. Sunaina Tomar, Jt. Secretary 
(Textiles) and Ms. Geeta Narain, Jt. Secretary 
(Textiles), acclaimed industry leaders like Shri Shekhar 
Agarwal (Vice Chairman, LNJ Bhilwara Group), Shri 
V.K. Ladia (Founder Chairman, Shri Rajasthan Syntex 
Group), Shri K.K. Agarwal (Chairman, Alps Industries 
Ltd), Shri Sanjay Jain ( Managing Director, TT 
Limited), Shri Anil Jain (Managing Director, Jain 
Textile Industries), Shri Shantanu Agarwal (Executive 
Director, BMD), Shri V.K. Indrayan and several top 
professionals of the industry.  
 

The inaugural session witnessed a wide spectrum of 
audience comprising a variety of stakeholders in the 
textile value chain from renowned organizations as 
well academia. 

 

 
3389 - Dr. S.K. Panda, Secretary (Textiles), 

Government of India being welcomed by Shri Sudhish 
Aggarwala, President, TA(I)-Delhi 

 

The Guest of Honour, Ms. Sunaina Tomar addressed 
the audience while focusing on various issues faced by 
the textile industry and which were subsequently 
taken up by the participating speakers and panelists 
during various discussion sessions.  
The Chief Guest Shri Santosh Gangwar’s address was 
taken by the audience present as a very positive sign 
issued by our Government. He highlighted some of 
the recent significant schemes launched by the 
Government for the textile industry. He also 
conveyed that with the stirring support by the Indian 
government, the textile industry should now focus on 
growth through constant innovation, modernization, 
automation, induction of new concept and modern 
technology.  

 

Shri Sudhish Aggarwala, President, TA (I)-Delhi, in his Presidential Address, focused on the Textile Industry’s 
capability of contributing to wealth creation and employment generation and the vision of the Prime 
Minister towards making India a manufacturing hub. Shri Aggarwala called upon the speakers and panelists 
to come up with suggestions, ideas and solutions to take the industry forward.  
 

Shri Pankaj Kapoor, Co-Chairman, NTC-2015, in his speech, very well summarized the reasons for holding 
the conference. 
 

Shri Ranbir K. Vij, the Chairman of the Conference, delivered Welcome Address while addressing the Chief 
Guest, Guests of Honour, the Speakers and Panelists as well as the participating delegates. He specifically 
mentioned the support extended by the sponsors in supporting the Conference.  
 
 



 

Dr. Anil Gupta, the Trustee of TA (I) Delhi and a past President gave an introductory address wherein he 
introduced the various activities of The Textile Association (India), its functions and activities to the 
participants and the guests attending the conference. He specially stressed upon and explained the 
objectives of association.  

 

Shri Prashant Agarwal, Joint Managing Director, Wazir Advisors spoke about the theme of the conference 
and its relevance during the inaugural session and he also summed up the conclusions and inferences drawn 
in the two days deliberations during the closing session. 

 

A panel discussion titled ‘Industry Speaks’ was organized during the inaugural function to highlight the 
problems faced by the textile industry. The panel included noted industrialists Shri Shekhar Agarwal (Vice 
Chairman, LNJ Bhilwara Group), Shri V.K. Ladia (Founder Chairman, Shri Rajasthan Syntex Group) and Shri 
Sanjay Jain (Managing Director, TT Limited). The discussion was moderated by Shri Vikas Bhargava, 
Organising Secretary, NTC-2015. 
 

 

 
Shri Sanjay Jain of TT Limited receiving the Award on 
behalf of Dr. R.C. Jain, Founder Chairman, TT Limited 

being honored for Life Time Achievement Award 

 

 
Shri R.P. Soni, Founder & Chairman Sangam India Limited 

receiving Life Time Achievement Award 

 

 
Prof. Balwant Rai Bhatnagar receiving Life Time 

Achievement Award 

 

 
Shri J.P. Saria, Trustee, TA(I)-Delhi receiving Life Time 

Achievement Award 
 

TA (I)-Delhi chose this occasion to felicitate some very worthy personalities. Dr. R.C. Jain, Founder 
Chairman, TT Limited was felicitated for Unparalleled Services to the Textile Industry as an Entrepreneur.  
 

Shri S.K. Khandelia, President, Sutlej Group for his contribution to textile industry as a Business Executive 
and Shri R.P. Soni, Chairman, Sangam India Ltd. for Social Service were felicitated. Prof. Balwant Rai 
Bhatnagar for promoting Education in Textiles and Shri J.P. Saria, Trustee, The Textile Association (India) - 
Delhi for Selfless Service to the Textile Association (India) were also with Lifetime Achievement Awards. 
Apart from this, scholarships worth INR 1.50 Lakhs were awarded to six meritorious students from 
prominent textiles institutes in the NCR.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Release of Souvenir on the occasion of National Textile 

Conference 2015 
 

 
Shri Sanjay Arora, Co-Chairman of Technical 

Programme Committee presenting Memento to  
Dr. S.K. Panda, Secretary (Textiles), GoI. 

 

Conference also saw brainstorming for two days was prominent industry experts shared their valuable 
views on various topics. The first day of the conference saw following Presentations and Panel Discussions:  
 

 Competing in Global Textile Economy: In this session, presentations were given by Mr. Virender Goyal, 
Founder & Managing Director Aplos Global Ltd. on the topic, “Sustaining profitability through 
Technical, Financial and Manpower Planning” and Mr. Varun Vaid, Associate Director, Wazir Advisors 
on the topic, “Global Textile Industry Trends”. 
 

 Synthetic Textiles: Key to Increase Global Share: This panel discussion had the participation of Shri V.K. 
Ladia, Founder Chairman, Shri Rajasthan Syntex Group, Mr. Anant Kishore, ED & CEO, Indo Rama 
Synthetics (India) Ltd. and Mr. Pankaj Kapoor, Chairman, Park Group of Companies. It was moderated 
by Mr. Prashant Agarwal, Partner, Wazir Advisors 
 

 New Developments in Textile Manufacturing Technology: In this session, presentations were given by 
Mr. Shiladitya K. Joshi (A.G.M. Product and Marketng, Truetzschler), Mr. Francis Baud (Global Head of 
Segment Textile Masterbatches of Clariant International), Mr. Charan Singh (Regional Director, TUV 
Rheinland) and Mr. Sandeep Mehta (Digital and Textile Printing Application Specialist – Marketing, 
Kornit Digital Ltd). 
 

 High Potential Textile Sub-segments for Investment: The panel discussion was attended by Mr. Shantanu 
Agarwal (Executive Director, BMD Pvt. Ltd. and Director, Maral Overseas Ltd.), Mr. Atul Mittal 
(Managing Director, PP International) and Mr. Rahul Dharmadhikari (Managing Director, CLACOR 
India). The panel discussion and moderated by Mr. Sanjay K. Jain (Managing Director, TT Limited). 

 

The Conference organizers ensured that at the end of an intense brain storming first day, the participants 
enjoy some good relaxing moments and in the process gave opportunity to designing students of three well 
known institutes. The students of Fashion Department of the Amity University, GDM Girls PG College, 
Modinagar and TIT&S, Bhiwani showcased their natural talent. The young designers presented fresh and 
wearable designs that were majorly influenced by the fabrics, colours and embellishment motifs that are 
modern yet Indian in their roots and thus complemented the theme of the Conference ‘Make In India- 
Destination Textiles’. The guests present on the first day went gaga over the designs as the scintillating ramp 
performance and the music combine struck all the right chords. It made a memorable evening and a day for 
all.  
 

Guests were also entertained by Ahsan Bharti, the Gunnies book famed Ghungroowala. The talented artist 
completely mesmerized the audience with his ghungroo symphony.     
 

The Day Two of the conference saw below mentioned panel Discussions: 
 

 India’s Multibillion Dollar Domestic Market Opportunity: This Panel discussion was attended by Mr. R. 
Dhamotharan (VP and Head, Buying and Merchandizing, ITC Limited), Mr. Sanjiv Mehan ( Head, 
Manufactruing Operations, Ritu Kumar), Mr. Rohit Bhatiani (Director-Strategy and Operations, 
Deloitte), Ms. Sonal Jain (Vice-President, Brand, Lotto) and Mr. Manish Maheshwari (Vice President – 
Seller Ecosystem, Flipkart).  
 



 

 The panel discussion was moderated by Mr. Baqar Naqvi, Business Director, Wazir Advisors. 
 

 Looking Beyond Traditional Markets and Products: This Panel discussion was attended by Mr. Kamal 
Gaba (Business Development Manager, IKEA Service India Pvt. Ltd.), Mr. Ankur Kothari ( Head, 
Business Strategy for Clusters, Arvind Limited), Mr. Charan Singh (Regional Director, TUV Rheinland 
(India)) and Mr. Ashish Dhir (Managing Partner, Wisedege Consulting). Mr. Prashant Agarwal (Partner, 
Wazir Advisors) was the moderator for this panel discussion. 

 

 Skill Development: Key to Success of Textile Industry: This Panel discussion was attended by Dr. J.V. 
Rao (CEO Textile Sector, Skill Council), Dr. Roopak Vashistha (CEO and MD at Apparel Made-Ups and 
Home Furnishing Sector, Skill Council), Dr. Darlie Koshy (DG and CEO, ATDC) and Mr. Awadhesh 
Sharma (Sr. Consultant and Managing Committee Member, TA(I)-Delhi). The panel discussion was 
moderated by Dr. R.S. Antil, Professor Management and Head Skill Development, Ansal University. 

 

The two day deliberations were very interesting and well attended. The Conference was concluded in the 
august presence of Dr. S K Panda, Secretary (Textiles); Dr. Kavita Gupta, Textile Commissioner and Ms. 
Sunaina Tomar, Jt. Secretary (Textiles). Dr. Panda assured the Industry and the gathering of complete 
attention of the Central Government to the outcomes of the Conference.  
 

He emphasized on the optimized use of the Technology Up-gradation Fund in its new avatar. He also 
suggested the industry to utilize the funds and schemes launched by the various state governments. While 
Ms. Sunaina Tomar had helped in raising the spirit of the seminar since inaugural session, her presence in the 
concluding session as well reaffirmed the unfazed support by the ministry. 
 

Dr. Kavita Gupta, Textile Commissioner encouraged the industry to work on Research and Development to 
make newer products and also mentioned about the unique fabrics that India produced in its glorious 
history. She announced that the ministry is planning to have textile commissioner’s office in all the states for 
the benefit of the industry.  
 

The Vote of Thanks in the inaugural session was delivered by Shri Pankaj Sharma, Chairman, TA (I)-Delhi 
and in the valedictory session by Shri Ritesh Gupta, Honorary Secretary, TA (I)-Delhi, who conveyed their 
heartiest regards for all the support provided by the sponsors, partners, delegates, guests, media partners 
and knowledge partner, without whose support, putting together this conference would have been a 
distant dream. 
 

The Conference has been unique, highly successful and has been a wonderful experience for all who 
attended it. This event was well attended by decision makers for private as well as government stakeholders 
from the textile sector.  
 

Key points of discussion and major recommendations: 
 

 India has a massive population of 1.27 billion out of which approximately 850 million are of working 
age. Each year and additional 12 million youth join the work force in India without a complementary 
increase in employment opportunities. Hence, creation of productive employment is a necessity. In the 
present scenario, agriculture contributes 18% to the GDP and employs 47.2% of the workforce. For 
the industrial sector these numbers are 24% and 24.7%, respectively. The services sector contributes 
58% to GDP and employs only 28.1% of the Indian workforce. Large scale growth in the 
manufacturing sector is the best way to absorb the fast multiplying workforce. The fast-growing 
services sector needs specifically skilled individuals and on the other hand the work force requirement 
of agriculture sector is dwindling by each day owing to higher mechanization of the processes involved 
and rapid productivity improvements. 

 

 High employment and output potential of textile and garment manufacturing industry makes it one of 
the most suitably aligned industry with Make in India initiative. An average garment unit provides 7 
times more employment and generates 1.5 times more revenue than the overall national average, for 
other identical factors. 

 

 Forecasting the global market demand trend, it is estimated that combined size of Chinese & Indian 
apparel markets will become bigger than that of the US & EU by 2025. With increasing domestic 
demand, China’s focus will also gradually shift from exports to catering the domestic market demand.  
 
 
 



 

 This shift along with the growing domestic market size of Indian Textile and apparel sector will create 
an opportunity for Indian garment manufacturers. 

 

 Presence of a complete addition value chain, competitive wage cost, abundant raw material, well-built 
infrastructure for industrial activities and the support extended given by the Government make textile 
and apparel sector an attractive destination for investment in India.  

 

 For the growth of Textiles and Apparel business, issues of high fragmentation, lack of economies of 
scale, low focus on product development and design, lack of branding, relatively higher finance costs 
and other input costs, inflexible labour laws, low FDI, lack of FTAs with large markets and absence of 
fibre neutrality should be addressed on an immediate basis. 

 

 TPP will open unprecedented channel for trade and investment among member nations. On the other 
hand Indian exports will reduce to signatory nations. The recent agreements including EU-FTA trade 
agreement, TPP will make Vietnam a threat for major exporters. Getting zero-duty access to these 
markets will boost Vietnam’s garment export tremendously. There is a need for India to enter FTA 
with major as well as emerging markets.  

 

 The world is shifting towards synthetic fibres, the growth of this industry in India is the future key to 
increase India’s share in global trade. There is need to invest more on the MMF based production 
facilities. India has to create centres of excellence in partnership with countries like Korea. To achieve 
higher technical know-how and sustainability in growth, India should emphasise on JV with 
manufacturers of Korea, Taiwan, and Japan etc. There is a need to take smart investment decisions due 
to higher growth MMF part of the manufacturing value chain.  

 

 Indian investors have to keep a sharp eye on industry growth in Ethiopia, Kenya, Myanmar and even 
Vietnam and USA to keep and at least maintain the pace of growth of Indian textile industry. 

 

 India should not only diversify its products and markets but work on commanding higher share in the 
global market. India should create products with innovation at right price point.  

 

 To cater the multibillion domestic markets, the key areas on which stakeholders should focus include 
balance between buyer requirement and shipping time. The culture of excessively high lead times 
should be done away with. The retailers should focus on multi - channel strategy rather than going 
only for offline or online approach.  

 

 India has to invest more on sectors with higher ROI including technical textiles for example Filtration, 
Basic Medical Textiles including gowns, bed sheets. The higher growth of automotive industry both in 
India and on global level is an opportunity for Indian investors. 

 

 There is a need to explore new products and markets, increasing focus on health and hygiene, 
increasing women participation in workforce etc. Increase in disposable income has increased market 
demand of products like active wear, outer wears etc. There is a need to cater to this demand by 
setting up specialised manufacturing setups. India should start penetrating into non-traditional markets 
for example Turkey and Italy for yarn.  

 

 The textile and apparel sector is amongst the largest employer. Initiatives in improving the skills and 
productivity of the workforce till late have not been sufficient. Additional manpower is required to 
meet the demand which will be created according to the envisaged production capacities in future. The 
improved skill will result in improved productivity and increased wages. Skill improvement will help in 
realisation of Make in India and the Zero Defect initiative. 


